
From: Yarossi, Peter
To: Pimpare, Justin
Subject: RE: Assistance request
Date: Tuesday, January 28, 2020 1:45:47 PM
Attachments: abcam fact sheet 2016.doc

abcam permit 2016.doc

Below is the last update I have on this company. We are not covering them under 439 because the
make research chemicals only. Latest permit and fact sheet are attached. Let me know if you need
more information.
Peter
This company produces antibodies which it sells to companies and universities for research
purposes. Discharges to lab sinks consist of glassware washwater and dilute phosphate buffers.
There are two labs with a total of 12 lab personnel occupying the space.
All wastewater flows to a single stage, batch type, pH adjustment system. This system pumps out
approximately every three days. The total volume per batch is 175 gallons.
The final pH was reading 8.02 s.u. at the time of this inspection. The flow totalizer was reading 34072
gallons. The system is maintained by PPM which conducts quarterly pH probe cleaning and
calibration.
Hazardous waste is disposed of via Clean Harbors. The most recent manifest was reviewed and
showed the last pick up was conducted on August 22, 2019 when solvents and corrosives were
removed.

From: Pimpare, Justin <Pimpare.Justin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 2:42 PM
To: DECLUE Duke <DDeclue@eugene-or.gov>
Cc: Yarossi, Peter <Peter.Yarossi@mwra.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Assistance request

[EXTERNAL]: This is an external email. Do not click on links or attachments if sender is unknown
or if the email is unexpected.

Peter,
Do you have a permit for Abacam that you can forward? Need some help with a facility out in
Oregon.
Thanks in advance.

Oh… And lets talk about the meeting on the 14th as it gets closer on the dentists.
Jay

From: DECLUE Duke <DDeclue@eugene-or.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 12:41 PM
To: Pimpare, Justin <Pimpare.Justin@epa.gov>
Subject: Assistance request
Hey Jay,
Hope all is well and your year is off to a decent start. I have a facility out here in Oregon that has
their parent facility in Boston. I was hoping to get some information on what kind of permit is in
place at their facility out there as it sort of appears to me they may fall under the 439 standard
based on what they are doing at the Eugene, OR location.
Would you have any knowledge about the Abcam facility
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Permit No: 09404706


Permit Fact Sheet


Permit No: 09404706


Permit Fact Sheet




General Permit Information

Industry Name: 
Abcam Inc.


Facility Contact Name:  
Alexander Wong Berman

Facility Contact Job Title:  
EHS Manager


Facility Contact Phone:  
(617)-577-8286


Facility Contact Fax:  


Facility Contact Email:
alexander.wongberman@abcam.com


Facility Industry Name: 
Abcam Inc.


Facility Address: 
1 Kendall Square Building 200/B2304



Cambridge, MA 02139


Permit Contact Name:  
Josh Whitlow

Permit Contact Job Title:
Director of Logistics, Americas


Permit Contact Phone:  
(617)-577-4270


Permit Industry Name: 
Abcam Inc.


Permit Address: 
One Kendall Square Suite B2304



Cambridge, MA 02139-1517


Billing Contact Name:  
Josh Whitlow

Billing Contact Job Title:  
Director of Logistics, Americas


Billing Contact Phone:  
(617)-577-4270


Billing Address: 
One Kendall Square Suite B2304



Cambridge, MA 02139-1517


Permit Application Date: 
Dec 03, 2015

Permit Expiration Date: 
Jan 15, 2021


Initial Discharge Date:


Industry Type: 
Biomedical research


Permit Type: 
New


Current Category: 
09


Recommended Category:
10


Reason:
Facility fulfills criteria for Low Flow / Low Pollutant permit.

NAICS:



SIU ?: 
No


SIU Reason:
N/A


FedCat:   


N/A

Inspector:  
Walter Schultz


Inspection Date: 
Dec 14, 2015


Check all that apply:



Discharges < 25,000 gpd of wastewater not containing a regulated substance above background levels


(
Discharges < 300 gpd of wastewater, does not require an active pretreatment system (other than pH adjustment), and has no reasonable potential to violate a discharge limit




Chemically adjusts pH:
(has an automatic alarm/chart recorder or electronic memory



tests, treats, and discharges each batch



Is a photo processor or printer that hauls its fixer, bleach-fix, stabilizers and similar silver-bearing solutions and discharges only rinsewater, developer, activator, occasional cleaning water, and <55 gallons/month spent fountain solution mixture


Process Description: Abcam, Inc. is a specialty company that prepares antibody standards for research purposes.  The standards are prepared by aliquoting from known concentrations / antibody type to customer order specifications.  The majority of the facility is antibody packaging and shipping.  There is no waste water generated from this part of the operation.


Abcam recently purchased a very small biotech company that specializes in anti body detection research.  A lab is being constructed for this group on the third floor currently occupied by the packaging group.  The lab will have 3 lab sinks for dish washing.  The research is not water intensive.


Flow Rate: 8 gpd


		Signatures


______________________________________________


Industrial Coordinator:  Walter Schultz  

		_______________


Date



		______________________________________________


Regional Manager: Peter J. Yarossi

		_______________


Date



		Comments:
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		MASSACHUSETTS WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY

Chelsea Facility


2 Griffin Way


Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150


Telephone: (617) 242-6000



Facsimile: (617) 371-1604








CERTIFIED MAIL

Abcam Inc.


One Kendall Square


Cambridge, MA  02139-1517


Attention:  Mr. Josh Whitlow


Reference:
General Permit for Low Flow and Low Pollutant Dischargers 



Permit #: 09404706  



Permit Issuance Date: 



Permit Expiration Date: 01/15/2021

Dear Mr. Whitlow: 


Based on our review of your Sewer Use Discharge Permit Application, MWRA has determined that your facility is covered by the General Permit for Low Flow and Low Pollutant Dischargers (General Permit).  The General Permit is established in the MWRA Sewer Use Regulations at 360 C.M.R. § 10.062.  The General Permit is enclosed.


The General Permit contains operation and management practices and reporting requirements you must follow.  All of the requirements and conditions of the permit are effective immediately so please read the permit upon receiving it and make certain you follow its requirements. 


If you disagree that you should be issued the General Permit for Low Flow and Low Pollutant Dischargers, you may, pursuant to 360 C.M.R. §§ 2.21(1) and 10.007(8), appeal by submitting a written request for reconsideration to the MWRA Toxic Reduction and Control within ten working days from the permit issuance date.  The request must include detailed facts supporting your claim.  You may not appeal the terms and conditions of the General Permit.


If you have questions regarding this letter or the General Permit for Low Flow and Low Pollutant Dischargers, please contact Walter Schultz, Industrial Coordinator, Toxic Reduction and Control, at (617) 305-5665.


Sincerely,


Peter J. Yarossi


Regional Manager


Toxic Reduction and Control


Enclosure: General Permit for Low Flow and Low Pollutant Dischargers


MASSACHUSETTS WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY


TOXIC REDUCTION AND CONTROL


Chelsea Facility


2 Griffin Way


Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150


Telephone: (617) 242-6000


Facsimile: (617) 371-1604
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GENERAL PERMIT
FOR
LOW FLOW AND LOW POLLUTANT DISCHARGES


ISSUED TO:  


Abcam Inc.


1 Kendall Square Building 200/B2304


Cambridge, MA  02139


Permit #:  09404706



Issuance Date:




Expiration Date:
01/15/2021
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MASSACHUSETTS WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY 


GENERAL PERMIT FOR


 LOW FLOW AND LOW POLLUTANT DISCHARGERS


360 CMR 10.062

The General Permit for Low Flow and Low Pollutant Dischargers (herein referred to as this Permit) authorizes certain facilities in the Authority Sewerage District with low industrial flows and no or low levels of regulated pollutants in their industrial waste water to discharge industrial waste water to the Authority sewer system, subject to the requirements of this Permit and 360 CMR 10.000.  A person with a facility covered by this Permit is responsible for the discharge from the facility and for compliance with the requirements of this Permit and 360 CMR 10.000. 


(1.) PERMIT ELIGIBILITY.


(a) A facility is eligible to be covered by this Permit only if:


1) It discharges less than an average of 25,000 gallons per day of waste water to the sewer (excluding sanitary, noncontact cooling, and boiler blowdown wastewater) and its processes would result in a sewer discharge before pretreatment and dilution not containing a substance regulated by 360 CMR 10.022-10.024;


2) It discharges less than an average of 300 gallons per day of waste water to the sewer (excluding sanitary, noncontact cooling, boiler blowdown, and incoming water treatment reject stream waste water), it does not require an active pretreatment system to meet the requirements of 360 CMR 10.021 through 10.025 (except, it may adjust the pH of its discharge with a chemical addition to meet Authority pH discharge requirements if it:


a) has an automatic alarm and chart recorder or electronic memory on its pH adjustment system; or


b) discharges in batches, treats each batch if necessary to meet pH discharge requirements, and tests each batch to confirm that it meets pH requirements), and it does not otherwise have a reasonable potential to violate 360 CMR 10.021 through 10.025; or,


3) It is a photo processing or printing operation that is not required to be covered by the Group Permit for Photo Processing and Printing Operations (360 CMR 10.061) because:


a) its fixer, bleach-fix, stabilizers, and functionally similar solutions containing silver bearing wastes are hauled for disposal outside the Authority Sewerage District; and


b) it discharges only rinse water, developer, activator, water from occasional incidental cleaning of pre-wiped equipment with water and detergent, and less than 55 gallons per month of spent fountain solution.  A photo processing or printing operation required to be covered by the Group Permit for Photo Processing and Printing Operations may not be covered by this Permit except for a discharge not from its photo processing and printing operations.


(b) section (1)(a) of this Permit, a facility is not eligible to be covered by this Permit if:


1) It is subject to a Categorical Pretreatment Standard under 40 CFR 403.6 and 40 CFR chapter I, subchapter N;


2) It is otherwise notified by the Authority that it is a Significant Industrial User as defined in 40 CFR 403.3;


3) It discharges an average of 300 gallons per day or more of waste water to the sewer (excluding sanitary, noncontact cooling, boiler blowdown, and incoming water treatment reject stream waste water) and it adjusts the pH of its discharge by chemical addition to meet Authority pH discharge requirements (360 CMR 10.023(6)); or,


4) It is required to have a septage discharge permit (360 CMR 10.031), landfill discharge permit (360 CMR 10.071), temporary construction site dewatering permit (360 CMR 10.091), or it is a water treatment plant owned and operated by a municipality or a water district (360 CMR 10.057).


(2.) DETERMINING THE AVERAGE DAILY DISCHARGE AMOUNT OF A FACILITY FOR PURPOSES OF THIS PERMIT.  To determine the average daily discharge amount of a facility, the amount of waste water discharged on each calendar day in an ordinary week shall be totaled and then divided by the number of days in the week during which a discharge occurred, except:  if a facility discharges a small amount on a weekend day relative to its discharge on other days, that weekend day shall not be considered; and, if a facility discharges on fewer than five days per week, the amount of waste water discharged on each calendar day in an ordinary week shall be totaled and divided by five to determine the average discharge amount per day.  The preceding 12 months of a facility's operations shall be used to determine a facility's ordinary week, except a more current time period shall be used if the facility's average amount of discharge changed within the past 12 months or began more recently.


(3.) APPLYING FOR AND RECEIVING COVERAGE BY THIS PERMIT.  


(a) A facility is not covered by this Permit until it meets the following requirements


1) A person submits a completed Permit Application or Notice of Intent (NOI) for a specified facility to be covered by this Permit, on the form prescribed by the Authority, to the Authority and, if required by the Permit Application or NOI, to the municipality into whose sewer system the facility will discharge.  The Permit Application or NOI must indicate that the facility meets the eligibility requirements for this Permit and that the person requests coverage by this Permit;  


2) The person pays the charge associated with this Permit; and,  


3) The person receives notice in writing from the Authority that the specified facility is covered by this Permit.  


(b) A person operating a facility under another Authority permit may submit a new and completed Authority Permit Application or NOI to the Authority and, if required by the Permit Application or NOI, to the municipality into whose sewer system the facility discharges, and request that its other permit be revoked and that its specified facility be covered by this Permit.  If the person's facility is eligible to be covered by this Permit, the Authority will notify the person in writing that its other permit is revoked and its facility is covered by this Permit, effective when the notice is received by the person.  


(4.) WHAT MAY BE DISCHARGED TO THE AUTHORITY SEWER SYSTEM UNDER THIS PERMIT.  


(a) A facility that is covered by this Permit may discharge its industrial waste water to the Authority sewer system, subject to the requirements of this Permit.  


(b) A facility's discharge to the Authority sewer system must comply with 360 CMR 10.000, including the regulations on Prohibited Wastes and Local Limits, 360 CMR 10.021-10.026.  


(c) The only industrial waste that this Permit authorizes a facility to discharge to the Authority sewer system is from the processes generating waste water as noted in the Permit Application or NOI submitted to request coverage by this Permit.  A facility covered by this Permit shall not discharge wastewater that would make it ineligible for coverage by this Permit.  


(5.) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PHOTO PROCESSING AND PRINTING OPERATIONS COVERED BY THIS PERMIT.


(a) A photo processing or printing facility covered by this Permit may discharge rinse water, developer, activator, water from occasional incidental cleaning of pre-wiped equipment with water and detergent, and less than 55 gallons per month of spent fountain solution.


(b) A photo processing or printing facility covered by this Permit shall not discharge any of the following to the Authority sewer system:


1) Treated or untreated fixer, bleach-fix, stabilizers, and functionally similar solutions containing silver bearing wastes;


2) Ink;


3) Chromium based cleaner;


4) Press cleaning solvent; or,


5) More than 55 gallons of spent fountain solution in any month.


(c) A photo processing or printing facility covered by this Permit shall:


1) Have, for employee use, written disposal procedures describing proper methods to dispose of photo processing and printing wastes;


2) Properly label and handle all photo processing and printing wastes;


3) Not use chromium based film processor cleaning solutions; and,


4) Post signs near all sinks and drains in the work area indicating that sewer disposal of silver bearing wastes is prohibited.  Printing facility signs must also indicate that sewer disposal of press cleaning solvents and inks is prohibited.


(d) A printing facility covered by this Permit may clean its plates, blankets, press fountains, and rollers in a sink with water and detergents.  Before doing so, it must preclean the equipment with industrial wipers (rags) to minimize the amount of inks and other products that will be washed off the equipment and enter the sewer.  It may not use solvents in a sink connected to the sewer.  


(6.) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LABORATORIES COVERED BY THIS PERMIT.  A laboratory covered by this Permit shall have and implement a written laboratory chemicals management plan to control the discharge of regulated materials to the sewer system.  Regulated materials are those that contain pollutants regulated by the Authority at 360 CMR 10.021-10.024.  At a minimum, the plan shall include procedures to:


(a) Ensure that regulated materials do not spill or leak into the sewer system;


(b) Eliminate or minimize the disposal of regulated materials to the sewer system so that Authority discharge limits are met;


(c) Properly handle, store, collect, and dispose of laboratory chemicals and maintain disposal manifests;


(d) Train laboratory employees in proper laboratory chemical usage and disposal; and,


(e) Ensure that the laboratory chemical management plan is followed by, among other measures, posting appropriate notices of proper chemicals usage and disposal practices at sinks where laboratory chemicals are used.


(7.) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FACILITIES REQUIRED TO HAVE GREASE TRAPS AND COVERED BY THIS PERMIT.  A facility covered by this Permit that is required by Massachusetts law or regulation to have a grease trap or grease interceptor for food related grease or oil (see 310 CMR 15.230 and 248 CMR 2.09) shall:


(a) Inspect its grease traps and interceptors at least monthly; and


(b) Have its grease traps and interceptors cleaned, with their contents hauled for disposal, whenever the level of grease is at least 25% of the effective depth of the trap, or at least every three months, whichever is sooner.


(8.) WHEN THIS PERMIT EXPIRES AND WHEN TO FILE A NEW PERMIT APPLICATION OR NOI.


(a) Coverage by this Permit for a specified facility expires five years after it receives notice in writing from the Authority that it is covered by this Permit.  A person must file a new and completed applicable Permit Application or NOI with the Authority at least sixty days before coverage by this Permit expires if it wishes the coverage to continue without interruption.  If it does so, coverage under this Permit shall remain in effect unless otherwise notified by the Authority.


(b) The Authority may require a person to complete and file a new Permit Application or NOI if it has reason to believe the person's facility may no longer be eligible to be covered by this Permit or the person has made substantial changes to its facility since receiving notice that its facility was covered by this Permit.


(9.) REQUIRED NOTICES TO THE AUTHORITY.  In addition to the notices otherwise required by 360 CMR 10.000, a person must notify the Authority in writing at least 30 days before it: closes or moves a facility covered by this Permit; changes its facility's operations such that the discharge will change so that the facility may no longer be eligible to be covered by this Permit; or makes any other substantial change in the volume or character of its facility's discharge.  If a change in the volume or character of a facility's discharge will make it ineligible for coverage by this Permit, the person must obtain the applicable Authority permit for the facility before beginning the changed discharge.


(10.) RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS.  A person must keep for at least five years all hazardous waste manifests and records of any photo processing and printing wastes and grease trap wastes it had hauled from its facility and make a copy of the documents available to the Authority upon request.






(https://www.glassdoor.com/Location/Abcam-Boston-Location-
EI_IE236524.0,5_IL.6,12_IC1154532.htm) our there or know of the best person for me to get in
touch with that may be able to provide some assistance to me as I work through permitting the one
out here?

Thanks in advance for any help you can give,
Duke DeClue
Sr. ISC Inspector
City of Eugene
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